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YOUR BAPTISM: FROM HEAVEN OR FROM MEN? 
By Henry Kriete 

 
Thirteen Reasons Water Baptism Needs Serious Consideration  
 
Our goal must not be to ‘just get it done’ but to ask ourselves, honestly: 1) What is the true 
Biblical purpose of baptism? 2) Who is it for? 3) And what is the mode--sprinkling, pouring or 
immersion?  
 

1. Baptism is ‘from heaven’, not men. Baptism is from the heart and mind of God. 
 

2. Baptism was a central theme of Christ just before he ascended into heaven. “Go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…” was the last command of Christ on 
earth. 

 

3. Acts 2, the day of Pentecost: The very first converts to Christ repented and were 
baptized, setting the normative pattern for every generation of believers to follow. 

 

4. Baptism is the first act of every believing, repentant disciple. 
 

5. Jesus commanded baptism for every believer, not most. (Matt.28.19;Mk.16.15-16) 
 

6. Peter commanded baptism for every believer, not most. (Acts 2.38) 
 

7. The apostle Paul was baptized and his conversion account is recorded three times in 
one book, Acts, thus drawing our attention further to the process of conversion 

 

8. Every detailed conversion account in Acts ends in water baptism (Appendix #1) 
 

9. Urgency is always associated with baptism: any time, any place, without delay. Why? 
 

10. After the resurrection, the NT assumes every believer has been baptized. 
 

11. To refuse even John’s baptism meant they “rejected God’s purpose for themselves” 
(Luke 7.28-29) 

 

12. John’s baptism was a ‘baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.’ Christ 
himself submitted to baptism even though he had no sins to repent of! 

 

13. The Flood and Red Sea crossing were both a type of baptism and serve to 
dramatically heighten the importance Christian baptism. (1 Cor.10.1-3;1 Pet.3.20-21) 

 
The fact that baptism is from God himself, is commanded for everyone who desires to follow 
Christ and is a crucial component of apostolic teaching should challenge all of us to look 
seriously into the questions at the start. However, in my 32 years of experience as a minister 
and teacher of Scripture, the vast majority of those who claim to be Christians, seemingly, 
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have never just opened up their Bibles to honestly examine these questions for themselves. 
I hope and pray to God you will not be among those who remain in ignorance due to pride, 
unbelief, laziness or the sincerely clung to, but erroneous traditions of men. 
 
Who is Baptism For, Infants or Adults? 
 

 
1. Those who believe:  “Whoever believes and is baptized shall be saved”  
2. Those able to acknowledge their sins: “Confessing their sins, they were baptized…”  
3. Those who are convicted of their sin: “When the people heard this, they were “cut to 

the heart”  
4. Those who repent:  “Repent and be baptized, everyone of you” 
5. Those who intentionally follow Jesus: “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them” 
6. Those who are able to declare with their mouths: “Confess with your mouth that 

Jesus is Lord” 
7. Those who are able to call on Jesus’ name: “Be baptized, calling on His name” 
8. Men and women:  “ They were baptized, both men and women” 

 
      NOTE: Every one of these verses/facts excludes infants from baptism in Jesus’ name. 
 

 Entire ‘households’ being baptized does not mean, “this must include babies.”  The 
Jailor’s household ‘had come to believe in God- he and his whole family’; Lydia’s 
household was made up of ‘women who had gathered there’ etc… (Acts 16.15,34) 

 
 Acts 2.39 “The promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off” 

means ‘successive generations’ not actual infants ( c.f. Acts 13.32 ‘We tell you the 
good news: What God promised our fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, by 
raising up Jesus.’) 

 
 Infant baptism is the result of one truth and one falsehood combined into two new 

falsehoods: 
 

 Truth # 1: Baptism into Christ is the means and actual moment our sins are forgiven. 

 Falsehood # 1: Children are born corrupt, are accountable for the guilt of Adam’s sin, 
and are lost without forgiveness. (Widespread especially after Augustine’s influence) 

 New Falsehood #1: Baptism has power in and of itself to confer forgiveness-even 
without repentance and faith (baptismal regeneration; Catholics and Anglicans etc…) 

 New Falsehood # 2: We must baptize infants in order for them not to be lost forever. 
 
Children are not lost! (This surely must be a repugnant idea to God.) 
 

1. God himself is the creator of our spirit, not Adam: ‘the Father of our spirits’ Heb.12.9 
2. Children are not accountable to God in their innocence: ‘…when he knows enough to 

reject the wrong and choose the right.’ Isa.7.15 
3. Heaven is for children: ‘For the kingdom of God belongs to such as these’ Luke 18.16 
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4. Children share a fallen nature and are born into a fallen world...but each of us is 
guilty and accountable to God based on our own sins, not Adam’s. We die because 
we all sin. We do not share the actual guilt of another man’s sin. Rom.5.12 

5. Note: Dedication of our children is a wonderful thing and another matter altogether! 
 
Baptism: Sprinkling, Pouring or Immersion? 
 
Baptism in the New Testament Required Lots of Water 
 
The word "baptism" is a transliteration of the Greek word "baptismos."  It is a Greek word 
that was Anglicized by translators of Scripture because of the widespread practice of 
sprinkling infants already entrenched in the Catholic and Protestant churches of the time. 
That is, the Greek letters were simply changed into English letters.  So, every time you read 
"baptism" etc…in the New Testament, it is the Greek word, "baptismos" or one of its forms.   
 
Baptism by immersion is the only act that naturally fits with these statements: 

 “Peter said, Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?”   
               Water is not the question here, but the amount of water needed for baptism… 

  “Much Water” 

 “They came to some water” “Look! Here is water!” 

 “Both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.” 

 “He went up out of the water…” 

  “Buried with him through baptism into death” 

 “Raised with him” 

 “Having our bodies washed with pure water” 
 
Here is what Greek scholars give as the meaning of baptismos: 
  

 Liddell and Scott          ‘a dipping in water’                                

 Arndt and Gingrich       ‘dipping, to dip, to immerse’                 

 Kittel Encyclopedia       ‘the whole person was immersed in water 

 Smith's Dictionary         ‘immersion’   
 Note that these world renowned scholars belong to various denominations that 

practice sprinkling. However, their intellectual honesty remains objective. 
 

 ‘Baptizo’ = immerse, plunge, dip, submerge, overwhelm 

 The Greek word for pouring is entirely different, ‘cheo’ 

 The Greek word for sprinkle is entirely different, ‘rantizo’ 
 

Which form of baptism do these references point toward: sprinkling, pouring or immersion? 
 

1. “Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of 
water, and people were constantly coming to be baptized. (John 3:23) 

2. "As soon as Jesus was baptized he went up out of the water" (Matthew 3:16) 
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3.  “Look! Here is water!”  An important Ethiopian official in the desert on a long   
journey (who surely had a water pouch) still needed more water! Acts 8 

4. “They went down into the water”  “They came up out of the water” Why go into a 
river at all if sprinkling was practiced? 

5. Baptism is a “death and burial” with Christ and only makes sense if baptism is a 
watery grave (immersion); just as Jesus was buried in a tomb. Romans 6.3-4 

6. “…rise to walk in newness of life” Romans 6.4 
7. “…you were buried with him in baptism” Colossians 2.11 
8. “You are raised with him (Christ)”  We come out of a watery grave with Jesus 
9. Baptism places us “into” Christ.  We must note how someone actually gets into 

Christ (by immersion) We are ‘overwhelmed’ by water into Christ 
10. Through baptism we are “clothed with Christ.” Again, the idea of being enveloped. 

 

 
Baptism by sprinkling or by pouring is an oxymoron, something that is self-contradictory. 
Baptism by sprinkling would mean ‘submerging someone in water by sprinkling water on 
them.’ Baptism, by its inherent definition, must be an act of immersion in water. 
 
 
The Witness of Catholicism, the Greek Orthodox Church and Protestant Reformers  
 
The Catholic Church:  Immersion the Norm Until 1311 AD!! 
 
 

1. "Baptism took place by immersion in ancient times." (New Interpretation of the 
Mass, p. 120).  

2. "Catholics admit that immersion brings out more fully the meaning of the sacrament, 
and that for twelve centuries it was the common practice." (Question Box, p. 240).  

3. "Baptism used to be given by placing the person to be baptized completely in the 
water: it was done in this way in the Catholic Church for 1200 years." (Adult 
Catechism, pp. 56-57).  

4. "The church at one time practiced immersion. This was up to the thirteenth century. 
The Council of Ravenna, in 1311, changed the form from immersion to pouring." 
(Our Faith and the Facts, p. 399). 

5. “In Apostolic times the body of the baptized person was immersed, for St. Paul looks 
on this immersion as typifying burial with Christ, and speaks of baptism as a bath … 
[But the belief] that baptism can be validly given by immersion, infusion, or 
aspersion, is fully justified by tradition. Anciently … baptism was constantly given to 
adults and the rite of immersion prevailed …”   The Catholic Dictionary on “baptism” 
and “baptistery,” pp 60-64.   

 
 

Calvin on Immersion 
 

1. ("Calvin on Acts", viii, 38). “The ancients, in the time of Philip and the eunuch, 
practiced immersion; a different custom has now become established, the church 
allowing herself liberty.”  And this: “Here we perceive what was the rite of baptizing 
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among the ancients, for they immersed the whole body into the water; now the 
custom has become established that the minister only sprinkles the body or the 
head.” Ibid 

 
2. John Calvin also states: "The word baptize signifies to immerse, and the rite of 

immersion was practiced by the ancient church" Brents, p. 230f. 
 

3. ñWhether the person baptized is to be wholly immersed . . . or whether he is only to 
be sprinkled with water, is not of the least consequence: churches should be at 
liberty to adopt either, according to the diversity of climates, although it is evident 
that the term baptize means to immerse, and that this was the form used by the 
primitive Church” (Institutes, 1975 ed., Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, II, 524.) 
 

Luther on Immersion 
 

1. “Luther urged, in opposition to the standard practice of pouring, that baptism should 
be by immersion. He pointed out that the word in the Greek language means 'To 
plunge something entirely into the water, so that the water closes over it,' and urged 
that immersion should be the mode of baptism. Today, however, the general 
practice of the Lutheran Church is to administer baptism by pouring, although 
immersion is also permitted’ " - A Compendium of Luther's Theology, p. 167, via 
Handbook of Religious Quotations, p. 11. 

 
2. "Baptism is a Greek word, and may be translated immersion, as when we immerse 

something in water that it may be wholly covered. And, although it is almost wholly 
abolished (for they do not dip the whole children, but only pour a little water on 
them), they ought, nevertheless, to be wholly immersed ... for that the etymology of 
the word seems to demand." (Luther) 

 
The Greek Orthodox Church (Baptism is their word; they should know its meaning!) 
 

1. "The Church of the West commits an abuse of words and of ideas in practicing 
baptism by aspersion [sprinkling], the mere statement of which in itself is a 
ridiculous contradiction... instead of a baptismos the Latin Church (Roman Catholic) 
practiced a mere rantismos - instead of an immersion, a mere sprinkling.” Greek 
Scholar, as quoted by:  John A. Broadus, D.D., LL.D., Professor, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary  

 
The Church of England 
 

1.  “The rubric of the Church of England has always been, from the Reformation till now, 
that they ‘shall dip (immerse) the child in the water …but if they certify that the child 
is weak, it shall suffice to pour water upon it.’" 
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How Did Sprinkling Evolve/Devolve from Immersion? Climate and Convenience! 
 

1. "The present mode of pouring arose from the many inconveniences connected with 
immersion, frequent mention of which is made in the writings of the early Church 
Fathers." (Question Box, p 366). 

 
 

2. “…whether he is only to be sprinkled with water, is not of the least consequence: 
churches should be at liberty to adopt either, according to the diversity of climates, 
although it is evident that the term baptize means to immerse, and that this was the 
form used by the primitive Church” (Calvin’s Institutes, 1975 ed., Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, II, 524.) 

 
3. “Baptism of a sick person in bed (clinic baptism) - began as early as the third century, 

to be allowed by some ecclesiastics (for example in the case of, Novatian-251 AD). 
They poured water copiously around the dying or very sick man as he lay in bed... As 
the centuries went on there was gradual progress. The more convenient substitute 
was preferred in other cases than illness, was further reduced to mere sprinkling, 
and became increasingly common. It was long with-stood by Popes and Councils, but 
grew in popularity through the Dark Ages, until, at the Council of Ravenna in 1311 
A.D., one thousand years after clinic pouring began, Pope Clement V finally yielded, 
and authorized sprinkling in all cases.” John A. Broadus 

 

 
And this ΨŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘΩ ŦŀƭǎŜƘƻƻŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΣ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΗ 
 
 

1. "Baptism may be administered by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion, according to the 
choice of the applicant" - Church of the Nazarene Manual, 1972 ed., p. 33. 

 
2. "What is the meaning of the word 'baptize'?  'Baptize' means to apply water by 

washing, pouring, sprinkling, or immersing" - Luther's Small Catechism, par. 244, p. 
170. 

 
3. "Dipping of the person into the water is not necessary; the baptism is rightly 

administered by pouring or sprinkling water upon the person" - "Westminster  
Confession of Faith," par. 6.141, Presbyterian Book of Confessions, 1967 ed. 

 
4. "How is baptism given? It is given by pouring water over the forehead of the person 

to be baptized ..." - A Catechism for Adults (Catholic), 1975 ed., p. 63. 
 
Sprinkling as a substitute for immersion is found NOWHERE in the NT simply because 
‘baptism’ means immersion. Sprinkling is a purely man made invention; a contradiction of 
and clear violation of God’s Word. Put simply, it is a custom build on sand; a house of cards. 
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Much More Than a Symbol: What Are the Biblical Purposes of Baptism into Christ? 
 

Remember, we are saved by grace, not by works! We are:  

 Justified through faith (Romans 5.1)  

 Justified by his blood (Romans 5.9)  

 Justified in Christ (Galatians 2.19).  

 Justified by his grace (Titus 3.7)  
 However, baptism is also a vital part of the salvation process. Not in contradiction to 

faith, but as the completion and submission of faith to the clear command of God. 
 

 

The Purposes of Baptism by Theme (These all speak of the same event but in different ways) 
 

1. New Birth  
 

 John 3.3-5 “I tell you the truth” = Very serious. One new birth = ‘water and the Spirit’ 

 Titus 3.3-7 ‘Washing of rebirth’ ‘renewal of the Holy Spirit’ ‘through mercy’ ‘by grace’  

 Romans 6.4 ‘Raised’… to live a ‘new of life’ 

 Acts 2.38  Baptized (in water), gift of Holy (Spirit) = ‘born of water and the Spirit’ 

 Compare 1 Corinthians 6.11 ‘washed’ ‘in the name’ ‘and by the Spirit of our God’ 
 

2. Forgiveness of Sins 
 

 Acts 2.38 ‘forgiveness of your sins’ 

 Acts 22.16 ‘wash your sins away’(calling on his name) 

 Romans 6.7 ‘freed from sins’ (through our death in the act of baptism v.3) 

 Colossians 2.13-14 ‘putting off the sinful nature’ ‘by the hands of Christ’! 
 

3. Salvation 
 

 Mark 16.15-16 ‘Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved’ 

 1 Peter 3.20-21 ‘baptism now saves you also’ -through the resurrection 
 

4. Participation in Death, Burial and Resurrection 
 

 Romans 6.3-5 ‘death’, ‘buried’ and ‘raised’, ‘we too may live a new life’ 

 Colossians 2.12 ‘buried with him’ ‘raised with him’ ‘through your faith in the power 
of God’ 

 1 Peter 3.21 again: ‘through the resurrection.’ 
 

5. Clothed/United With Christ 
 

 Galatians 3.26-27 Through faith and baptism, ‘clothed with Christ’ 

 Romans 6.5 ‘United with him in his death’ (in baptism v.3-4) 

 Romans 6.3 ‘Baptized into Christ’ 
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{ŀǳƭκtŀǳƭΩǎ Conversion: Not saved until baptized! (Acts 22.1-16; Acts 9.4-12) 
 

 He saw the resurrected Christ with his own eyes! 

 He believed (based upon his response/obedience/remorse etc.) 

 He confessed with his mouth, ‘Lord, what shall I do’? and then he obeyed Jesus! 

 He prayed --prayed for what? (Forgiveness at some point!) 

 He repented (No food or drink for three days = broken, alarmed, ashamed, afraid) 

 He even had a miraculous healing--‘receive your sight’ 

 But still in his sins until he was baptized, 22.16 ‘be baptized and wash your sins away’ 
 

 
 
A Summary of Twenty-Four Spiritual Blessings Associated With Water Baptism 
 

 1 Peter 3.21     “a good conscience” 

 Romans 6.4     “newness of life” 

 Acts 2.38         “forgiveness of your sins” 

 Acts 22.16       “wash your sins away” 

 Romans 6 .3    “into Christ” 

 Colossians 2    “a circumcision done by the hands of Christ” 

 1 Peter 3.21     “saves us” 

 Mark 16.16     “will be saved” 

 Romans 6.5     “united with Christ” 

 Romans 6.7     “freed from sins” 

 Titus 3.5          “washing of rebirth” 

 Titus 3.5          “renewal by the Holy Spirit” 

 1 Cor. 6.11       “washed” 

 Eph. 5.2           “washing with water” 

 Rom. 6.3          “baptized into Christ” 

 Rom. 6.3          “baptized into his death” 

 1 Cor. 12.13     “into one body” 

 Col. 2.11-12     “we were buried with him through baptism into death” 

 Gal. 3.26-27     “sons of God” 

 Acts 22.16        “calling on his name” 

 Gal. 3.27           “clothed with Christ” 

 John 3.5            “born of water and the Spirit” 

 1 Cor. 6.11        “you were washed, you were justified, you were sanctified” 

 Acts 2.38           “you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” 
 
But never is baptism simply called “a symbol” or “an outward sign of an inward grace” or 
merely a “testimony to the world”. How else can God say it? 
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Context: Ten Extraordinary Things Associated With the Act of Baptism 
 

1. The Great Commission  “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them” 
2. Mercy  “God, who is rich in mercy, saved us through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit” 
3. Belief   “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” 
4. Repentance   “Repent and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ” 
5. An Apostolic Command   “He (Peter) ordered them to be baptized” 
6. Calling on his name   “What are you waiting for? Get up and be baptized and wash 

your sins away, calling on his name” 
7. A pledge towards God  “Baptism now saves you also, not the removal of dirt from 

the body, but the pledge of a good conscience towards God” 
8. Discipleship “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them... and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you” 
9. The name of Jesus “On hearing this they were baptized into the name of the Lord 

Jesus” 
10. The name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit  “Baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
 
 

Summary of Baptism: By Immersion, For Adults, For Forgiveness, For Newness of Life 
 

1. Remember: We are justified by faith, by grace, by blood, by Christ - ‘in the name of 
Jesus’. There is absolutely no ‘power’ in water by itself to save us- this would make it 
almost magical. We are not advocating ‘baptismal regeneration.’ When Peter 
declares, “Baptism now saves you also” in context, it is because we are united to the 
resurrection of Christ.  

 

2. What are the actual, God ordained purposes of baptism? Accept the text at face 
value: Forgiveness, New Birth, Salvation, Participation in D, B and Resurrection, 
Clothed with Christ, United with Christ, Into Christ, Calling on his Name etc… 

 

3. Baptism means immersion -from the Greek language itself, the language of 
Scripture, and is the only word that makes sense from the examples of baptism) 

 

4. Baptism is an act of obedient faith: Believe, Repent, Immersion into Christ. It is 
obedience to God’s clear and direct command: ‘ Make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them’  and ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you’ 

 

5. Christ saves us, but ‘through water’: the ‘place/moment’ of ‘forgiveness/union’ 
 

6. This is the normal conversion process/experience. After Jesus’ resurrection, the NT 
assumes all Christians were baptized. Note the ‘past tense’ language of the 
epistles—they assume, in every instance, all Christians who are reading them have 
been baptized. There are no ‘un baptized’ Christians found anywhere after the 
resurrection. 

 

7. Baptism is not a ‘work’ of justification, but a work of mercy on God’s part (Titus 3.4-
6);  it is an act of submission on our part and a humble response to God’s mercy 

 

 

8. ‘Baptism now saves you also’. How else can God say it? Why would Peter say it this 
way if baptism were merely an outward symbol and nothing more? 
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Appendix # 1 Nine Conversions in the Book of Acts 
 

In every case of conversion described in detail in the book of Acts, baptism is mentioned... 
 
  Mt 28:18 - 20          EXAMPLES OF CONVERSION          Mk 16:15 - 16 

 

 

                       BELIEVED    REPENTED    CONFESSED   BAPTIZED  

 

   PENTECOST                       Repented                Baptized  

   Ac 2:14 - 41                       37 - 38                    38 - 41 

 

   SAMARIA             Believed                            Baptized  

   Ac 8:5 - 13              12                                 12 , 13  

 

   ETHIOPIAN           Believed                Confessed   Baptized  

   Ac 8:35 - 39            36 - 37                     37        38 

 

   SAUL              See Saul/Paul above                    Baptized  

   Ac 9,22,26                                                22:16  

 

   CORNELIUS            Believed                            Baptized  

   Ac 10:34 - 38            43                                  48  

 

   LYDIA                Heeded                              Baptized  

   Ac 16:13 - 15           14                                   1 5 

 

   JAILOR               Believed                            Baptized  

   Ac 16:30 - 34            31                                  33  

 

   CORINTHIANS         Believed                            Baptized  

   Ac 18:30 - 34            31                                  33 

 

   EPHESIANS           Believed                            Baptized  

   Ac 19:30 - 34            31                                  33  

 
 

Clearly, baptism was an important theme of apostolic, New Testament preaching. In an 
apostolic sermon, baptism always comes as the logical conclusion. 
 

 

¢ƘŜ {ƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
 

The way someone became a Christian in the New Testament was very simple: they believed 
the gospel, they repented of their sins and they were baptized by immersion in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins and to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. We find 
no evidence at all after the resurrection of anyone becoming a Christian by merely saying a 
sinner’s prayer to be saved.  In fact, for almost all of Christian history, for the first 1800 
years at least, most major denominations believed and taught that baptism was an essential 
component of the conversion process. In almost every early creedal statement from most 
major denominations, this is/was the case…in spite of the fact that many no longer teach or 
practice this process of conversion themselves.  
 
 

The history of the ‘sinner’s prayer’ or the ‘alter call’ or the ‘four spiritual laws’ or simply 
‘praying Jesus into your heart’ etc… is a recent development from the last 150 years and in 
particular from the gospel crusades and tent revival meetings from the 20thcentury (e.g. 
Charles G. Finney, Billy Sunday, D.L. Moody, Billy Graham, Bill Bright and Campus Crusade 
etc…) 
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Appendix # 2:  The Witness of the Early Church (Several from Dozens More) 
 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ΨCŀǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ 
 
As for the view of the early Church (first two centuries) on baptism, Protestant Church 
historian J.N.D. Kelly writes: 
 
“It was always held to convey the remission of sins . . . the theory that it mediated the Holy 
Spirit was fairly general . . . The early view, therefore, like the Pauline, would seem to be 
that baptism itself is the vehicle for conveying the Spirit to believers…” Early Christian 
Doctrines, San Francisco: Harper Collins, rev. ed., 1978, 194-195) 
 
The New International Dictionary of the Christian Church (ed. J.D. Douglas, Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, rev. ed., 1978, 100, "Baptism"), another respected Protestant reference work: 
 
“Doctrinally, baptism very early came to be understood as a means of grace or a 
sacrament, in the sense of an instrumental means of regeneration . . .” 
 
1. Justin Martyr (100 to ~165 CE):  
 
"There is no other [way] than this - to become acquainted with Christ, to be washed in the 
fountain spoken of by Isaiah for the remission of sins, and for the remainder, to live sinless 
lives.” 
 
 Dialog with Trypho the Jew:  
 
“… that very baptism which he announced is alone able to purify those who have 
repented…For what is the use of that baptism which cleanses the flesh and body alone? 
Baptize the soul from wrath and from covetousness, from envy, and from hatred; and, lo! 
the body is pure.” 
  
2. Ireneaus (130~200 CE): 
 
 "As we are lepers in sin, we are made clean from our old transgressions by means of the 
sacred water and the invocation of the Lord. We are thus spiritually regenerated as 
newborn infants, even as the Lord has declared: 'Except a man be born again through water 
and the Spirit, he shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.'  

 3. Clement of Alexandria (died 215 AD) 

"It is called a washing because we are washed from our sins: it is called grace, because by it 
the punishments which are due to sin are remitted." 
  
 



 12 

4. Bishop Cyprian of Carthage (200- 258 CE):  
 
“But later, by the help of the water of new birth, the stain of former years was washed 
away, and a light from above -- serene and pure -- was infused into my reconciled heart. 
Then through the Spirit breathed from heaven, a second birth restored me to a new man."  
 
5. Theopilus of Antioch, To Autolycus, 2:16 (A.D. 181), in ANF, II: 101 

“…being destined to receive repentance and remission of sins, through the water and laver 
of regeneration, --as many as come to the truth, and are born again, and receive blessing 
from God." 

6. Tertullian, On Baptism, 12:1 (A.D. 203), in ANF, III: 674-675 

"…however, the prescript is laid down that 'without baptism, salvation is attainable by 
none" chiefly on the ground of that declaration of the Lord, who says, ‘Unless one be born 
of water, he hath not life'  " 

7. Hippolytus of Rome, Discourse on the Holy Theophany, 8 (A.D. 217), in ANF, V: 237 

“Wherefore I preach to this effect: Come, all ye kindred’s of the nations, to the immortality 
of the baptism." 
 

8. Recognitions of Clement, 6:9 (A.D. 221), in ANF, VIII: 155 

“…you are regenerated and born again of water and of God, the frailty of your former birth, 
which you have through men, is cut off, and so at length you shall be able to attain 
salvation; for otherwise it is impossible. For thus hath the true prophet testified to it with an 
oath: 'Verily I say to you, that unless a man is born again of water, he shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven’ “. 

“Therefore make haste; for there is in these waters a certain power of mercy. Take 
yourselves therefore to these waters, for they alone can quench the violence of the future 
fire; and he who delays to approach to them, it is evident that the idol of unbelief remains in 
him, and by it be is prevented from hastening to the waters which confer salvation.”  

“For whether you be righteous or unrighteous, baptism is necessary for you in every 
respect: for the righteous, that perfection may be accomplished in him, and he may be born 
again to God; for the unrighteous, that pardon may be granted him of the sins which he has 
committed in ignorance. Therefore all should hasten to be born again to God without delay, 
because the end of every one's life is uncertain." 
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9. Pseudo-Clementines, Homily 11:26 (A.D. 221),in ANF,VIII:290 

“But perhaps someone will say, What does it contribute to piety to be baptized with water? 
In the first place, because you do that which is pleasing to God; and in the second place, 
being born again to God of water, by reason of fear you change your first generation, which 
is of lust, and thus you are able to obtain salvation… otherwise it is impossible.  

“Wherefore… the water… rescues from the future punishment those who are baptized”  

“Wherefore flee to the waters, for this alone can quench the violence of fires. He who will 
not now come to it still bears the spirit of strife, on account of which he will not approach 
the living water for his own salvation." 
 

10. Origen, Commentary on Romans, 5:9 (A.D. 244), in JUR, I: 209 

“For the Apostles, to whom were committed the secrets of divine mysteries, knew that 
there is in everyone the innate stains of sins, which must be washed away through water 
and the Spirit." 

(Homily on Luke, XIV). 

 “…and may obtain in the water the remission of sins formerly committed, there is 
pronounced over him who chooses to be born again, and has repented of his sins, the name 
of God the Father and Lord of the universe…” 

“…And this washing is called illumination, because they who learn these things are 
illuminated in their understandings. And in the name of Jesus Christ, who was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, and in the name of the Holy Ghost, who through the prophets foretold 
all things about Jesus, he who is illuminated is washed”. 

11. Council of Carthage VII (A.D. 258), in ANF, V: 566 

“Unless therefore they receive saving baptism in the Universal Church, which is one, they 
cannot be saved, but will be condemned with the carnal in the judgment of the Lord Christ." 

 
12. The Nicene Creed (325 AD) includes the phrase: "We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins." 

13. Hilary of Poitiers, Trinity, 9:9 (A.D. 359), in NPNF2, IX: 158 

“We are circumcised not with a fleshly circumcision but with the circumcision of Christ, that 
is, we are born again into a new man; for, being buried with Him in His baptism, we must die 
to the old man, because the regeneration of baptism has the force of resurrection." 
 



 14 

14. Ephraim Syrus, Hymns for the Feast of the Epiphany, 6:9 (ante A.D. 373), in NPNF2, XIII: 
273-274 

"The baptized when they come up are sanctified--the sealed when they go down are 
pardoned. They who come up have put on glory--they who go down have cast off sin." 
 

15. Basil, On the Spirit, 10:26 (A.D. 375), in NPNF2, VIII: 17 

"And in what way are we saved? Plainly because we were regenerate through the grace 
given in our baptism. It follows that if there is any grace in the water, it is not of the nature 
of the water, but of the presence of the Spirit." 

16. John Chrysostom, On the Priesthood, 3:5-6 (A.D. 387), in NPNF1, IX: 47 

“These verily are they who are entrusted with the pangs of spiritual travail and the birth 
which comes through baptism: by their means we put on Christ, and are buried with the Son 
of God, and become members of that blessed Head." 

17. Jerome (Ep. Ixix) (340- 420 AD)  

"After the pardon of baptism, the severity of the Judge is not to be feared.  And St. 
Augustine (De Pecc. et Mer., II, xxviii) says plainly: "If immediately [after baptism] there 
follows the departure from this life, there will be absolutely nothing that a man must 
answer for [quod obnoxium hominem teneat], for he will have been freed from everything 
that bound him." 

18. Ambrose, Concerning Repentance, 2:8 (A.D. 390), in NPNF2, XI: 346 

“…we are renewed by means of the laver of baptism, whereby we are born again, as Paul 
says himself: 'For we are buried with Him through baptism into death, that, like as Christ 
rose from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we, too, should walk in newness of 
life.' " 

19. Gregory of Nyssa, On the Baptism of Christ (ante A.D. 394), in NPNF2, V: 512 

“Baptism, then, is a purification from sins, a remission of trespasses, a cause of renovation 
and regeneration...Let us however, if it seems well, persevere in enquiring more fully and 
more minutely concerning Baptism, starting, as from the fountain-head, from the Scriptural 
declaration, 'Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.' “ 

These are not inspired writings, of course. But they clearly show that those closest to the 
original apostles and their writings believed, and without exception, that baptism was a vital 
aspect of the salvation process and that the ‘water’ of John 3.5 was uniformly held to mean 
water baptism. They disagreed on several other points, but on these two matters, no. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02084a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02084a.htm
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Appendix #3  Several Highly Respected Baptist Scholars Concede that Baptism is More                    
Than a Symbol and More than an Outward Sign 

 
Stanley K. Fowler, Baptist 
 
Ultimately, near the end of the last century, some Baptist scholars in the USA did begin 
to admit that the biblical witness demands that baptism be thought of as a means of grace 
and an integral part of Christian conversion. Some of these moves are very tentative and 
modest, but there is evidence of a growing recognition that the purely symbolic, anti-
sacramental view of baptism does not arise naturally from the biblical language about 
baptism. Baptists and Churches of Christ in Search of a Common Theology of Baptism 
(Author and Professor of Theology, Heritage Theological Seminary Cambridge, Ontario, 
Canada, Paper, p.7) 
 
 
Baptist, Wayne Grudem 
 
“Although we must avoid the Roman Catholic teaching that grace is imparted even apart 
from the faith of the person being baptized, we must not react so strongly to this error that 
we say that there is no spiritual benefit at all that comes from baptism, that the Holy Spirit 
does not work through it and that it is merely symbolic” (italics original).  
Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), pp. 953-954. 
 
Stanley J. Grenz, Baptist 
 
“Viewing the acts of commitment as merely ordinances can be as inappropriate as the 
magical understandings that the change in terminology was intended to avoid. Under the 
rationalistic impulse, use of the term ‘ordinance’ has led some thinkers to reject any 
connection between the sacred practices and divine grace. In so doing, they attach less 
significance to the ordinances than is present in the New Testament itself. And by reducing 
these rites to mere symbols, they risk devaluing them.”  Theology for the Community of 
God (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1994), p. 670. 
 
Clark Pinnock, Baptist 
 
   “The Spirit is normally given with water in response to faith. This makes baptism a 
sacrament and means of grace. Proper initiation is water baptism coupled with Spirit 
baptism. Earlier encounters with the Spirit call for a fresh infusion in water baptism, and 
later encounters should be viewed as occasions of release of the potentials of grace 
bestowed in the sacrament.” Flame of Love: A Theology of the Holy Spirit (Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity Press, 1996) p.124 
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Robert Stein, Baptist 
 
“In the New Testament, conversion involves five integrally related components or aspects, 
all of which took place at the same time, usually on the same day. These five components 
are repentance, faith, and confession by the individual, regeneration, or the giving of the 
Holy Spirit by God, and baptism by representatives of the Christian community.” Baptism 
and Becoming a Christian in the New Testament, Southern Baptist Journal of Theology 2.1 
(Spring 1998), p. 6 
 
Jonathan H. Rainbow, Baptist 
 
“*O+ur look at the 1520s may help Baptists to recover a full-bodied doctrine of baptism 
instead of the minimalistic view that is often heard in baptist circles today. . . .” 
 
“So what is usually left as the compulsion for baptism among baptists? Obedience. Why do 
it? Because Jesus did it and the NT commands it. So baptism, instead of being a cataclysmic 
gateway from death to life, becomes merely the first of many acts of discipleship. The sense 
of drama is gone, the sense of baptism having some real contact with salvation is gone, and 
baptism has been reduced to an act of sheer obedience. The real drama is elsewhere, in the 
private enclave of the heart.” Confessor Baptism: The Baptismal Doctrine of the Early 
!ƴŀōŀǇǘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ, p. 205 
 
“Among Baptists today, as with Zwingli, there is a fear of allowing water baptism to come 
too close to the work of grace in the sinner’s heart; there are raised eyebrows and puzzled 
looks at the NT texts that closely associate baptism with salvation; many would rather not 
baptize at all than leave room for the impression that baptism is an integral part of the 
conversion experience.” Ibid. 
 
“For Zwingli, baptism was a mere sign. For Hubmaier, it was more than a sign. Baptists 
historically belong in the high baptismal tradition which sees baptism as the expression and 
embodiment of the saving work of God, the sacramentum fidei, not just an act of obedience 
tacked on. Baptists historically have known how to embrace Peter’s declaration, “Baptism 
now saves you” (1 Peter 3:20 *sic+), not because they ascribe a crude, magical saving power 
to the rite as such, but because they consider, on the basis of an open and personal 
confession, that the person coming to the water believes in Jesus Christ, and that there is an 
inner reality to which the baptism corresponds. Baptism is not magic, but it is more than a 
sign.”  Confessor Baptism: The Baptismal Doctrine of the Early Anabaptists in Believer’s 
Baptism, p. 205  
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Beasley-Murray, Baptist  
         
"I have striven to interpret the evidence of the New Testament as a Christian scholar, rather 
than as a member of a particular Christian Confession. (G. R. Beasley-Murray, Baptism In 
The New Testament, Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1962, pp. v-vi.) 
       
"Consequently, baptism is regarded in Acts as the occasion and means of receiving the 
blessings conferred by the Lord of the Kingdom. Admittedly, this way of reading the 
evidence is not characteristic of our thinking, but the intention of the author is tolerably 
clear." (Ibid. p.  102) 
 
"Whatever the relationship between baptism and the gift of the Spirit elsewhere in Acts, 
there appears to be no doubt as to the intention of Acts 2:38; the penitent believer baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ may expect to receive at once the Holy Spirit, even as he is 
assured of the immediate forgiveness of his sins." (Ibid., p. 108) 
 
"In light of the foregoing exposition of the New Testament representations of baptism, the 
idea that baptism is a purely symbolic rite must be pronounced not alone unsatisfactory but 
out of harmony with the New Testament itself. Admittedly, such a judgment runs counter to 
the popular tradition of the Denomination to which the writer belongs..." 
  
"The extent and nature of the grace which the New Testament writers declare to be present 
in baptism is astonishing for any who come to the study freshly with an open mind." 
 
Appendix # 4 Three Giants of Theology on the Purpose of Baptism 
 
Augustine (A.D. 354-430) 
 
Referring to the efficacy of baptism, he wrote that "the salvation of man is effected in 
baptism"; also, that a person "is baptized for the express purpose of being with Christ."(As 
quoted by Jack W. Cottrell in Baptism And The Remission of Sins, College Press, 1990, p. 30) 
 
In regards to the necessity of baptism, he refers to the "apostolic tradition, by which the 
Churches of Christ maintain it to be an inherent principle, that without baptism...it is 
impossible for any man to attain to salvation and everlasting life." (ibid., p. 30) 
 
Thomas Aquinas (A.D. 1225-1274) 
 
"...Men are bound to that without which they cannot obtain salvation. Now it is manifest 
that no one can obtain salvation but through Christ..." 
 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nkjv/Acts%202.38
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"But for this end is baptism conferred on a man, that being regenerated thereby, he may be 
incorporated in Christ." "Consequently it is manifest that all are bound to be baptized: and 
that without Baptism there is no salvation for men." (ibid., p. 31) 
 
Martin Luther (A.D. 1483-1546) 
 
In answer to the question, "What gifts or benefits does Baptism bestow?” Luther replied in 
his Small Catechism, "It effects forgiveness of sins." 
 
He also wrote concerning the sinner:  "Through Baptism he is bathed in the blood of Christ 
and is cleansed from sins." 
 
Again, he wrote: "To put it most simply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and purpose of 
Baptism is to save." (ibid., p. 32-34) 
 
In his commentary on Ro 6:3, he wrote:  "Baptism has been instituted that it should lead us 
to the blessings (of this death) and through such death to eternal life.  Therefore IT IS 
NECESSARY that we should be baptized into Jesus Christ and His death." (Commentary on 
Romans, Kregel Publications, p. 101 
 
In his commentary on Ga 3:27, he wrote:  "This is diligently to be noted, because of the fond 
and fantastical spirits, who go about to deface the majesty of baptism, and speak wickedly 
of it. Paul, contrariwise, commendeth it, and setteth it forth with honourable titles, calling 
it, 'the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost'.  And here also he saith, 
that 'all ye that are baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.' Wherefore baptism is a thing of 
great force and efficacy." (Commentary on Galatians, Kregel Publications, p.222 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/nkjv/Ro%206.3
http://bible.logos.com/passage/nkjv/Ga%203.27

